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Inquiry made into ſome particular 
| Proceedings of the 
| _ CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES. 
\ 1. Concerning their ſending forth of Perſons 
to preach unto the World , with ſome Que- 
ries touching the warrantableneſs thereof. 
2. Concerning ſuch as refuſe or negleft to com- 
\ pleat their Churches with Elders, according 
to (briſts Inſtitution, but goe on in feeding 
and governing of them in common , a way 
of their own. | 
3. ( oncerning the inconſiſtency of their Prin- 
ciples with their prattice , that account the 
People of this Nation to be the World, 1do- 
{ laters and Antichriſtians and yet heed them 
| tn their worſhipping of God. 
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| | Jon. 15. 14. 
Ye are my friends , if ye doe Whatſoever I command. 


Jon. 14. 23. 
If a man love me, he will keep my Word. 
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= 1H AT thou meeteſt with 
here in the. enſuing Dif 
. courſe,,- had comme to' thy 
& hands with three other Par- 
W ticulars, had notthe Pa 
| miſcarried, by being tollen, 

or loſt, when they were near how >» 
The Particulars were of like nature with 
theſe here, containing 1. A'ſerious Inquiry 
of the lawfulneſs and wa" of the 
Congregationall Churches (called Indepen- 
dents) their mixing Intereſt with the Pariſh- 
es in the way of Worſhip , and — 
their Churches in their Meeting places, The 
ſecond thing was , a ſober Inquiry into the 
Cauſe and Reaſons the aforelaid' Churches 
A 2 make 


To the Reader. 


make no proceed to compleat their Church- 
es with Elders, as were the Primitive 
Churches , but ſeem to content themſelves 
with one ſingle Elder onely. The third 
thing was about the multiplying of little 
Churches of that order, and perte&ting or 
compleating of none, with ſome cauſes 
thereof , and inconveniences attending the 
ſame. Thou here ſhalt meet with three par- 
riculars in this Diſcourle , one more general 
than-the other', and1ois ſer forth by way of 
Propoſal; and-making'Inquiry into the war- 
rantableneſs of the thing diſcuſſed ; tq,wit ,- 
the-Congregational Churches ſending forth 
petſons'to' preach the Goſpel to the World , 
as they pretend ; ©whereabout there are ſun- 
dry Queres modeſtly propoſed to conſidera- 

tion, all left'free ro the ſearch, inquiry, and 
' judgement of all that ſhall read them , as 
God ſhall give them underſtanding. 

The other particulars doe more particu- 
larly concern ſome of the Churches , where- 
in if/any ſhall think there is ſomething of 
the laſh in this Diſcourſe , they may pleaſe 
to conſider the occaſion, to wit, the flow- 
neſs and dulnels of thoſe concerned, that 


are 


To \the Reader; 
are no further yet, nor. goe no faſter to the 
advance of Chriſts glory in the Church , 
and yet pleaſe themlelves as .if they went 
faſt enough , and faſter than others, and 
were gone far. enough ; when they are nor 
one whit: further than when they firſt be- 
gan , As if the time were not yet come for the 
Lords Houſe to be built , to wit, made com- 
pleat with all the furniture thereof, the Ofi- 
cers and Adminiſtrators appointed by the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

It is much to ſee how zealouſly buſy 
ſome are abroad, in the mean time careleſs 
at home; how compalsionate ſome ſeem 
to be of others, and in the meantime negli- 
gent and carelels of the good of their own 
relations, to whom they aretied by Goſpel.- 
bonds : Ir pleaſeth ſome to be imployed in 
any thing , rather than that which is their 
own work and duty , if Chriſt ſhould ſay 
to them , Who required this at their hands? they 
would be manyzimes at a great loſs what 
to anſwer : how zealouſly doe ſome run 
up and down to preach and officiate to and 
for others , as if Chriſt had need of them ? 
who needeth-no mans fin to caule his grace 
aq . to. 


To the Reader. 


co abound ; it may well be ſuſpe&ed , that > 


it is ſomething elſe beſides pure zeal, that 
putteth mcn on to be in the place of 
Oratory continually as the Mouth of others; 
ſome with great content ſpeak , as deſiring 
to have the Churches to be Nurſeries , from 
whence to take and tranſplantPreachers to 
the World. It may be feared it will be no 
welcome news to the Lord leſus , that in- 
rended no ſuch thing in the inftituting his 
Church : Nurſeries are low and fruitleſs 
Vienyards, and if the Lord look for fruit, he 
will find little in them : Experience hither- 
to hath ſhewed, how little the Churches are 
beholding to this courſe : Is not that mar- 
velous , that a Church of ſome good ſtand- 
ing,and full of Members, that hath ſent out 
many Meſlengers to- preach into the World, 
yet hath no Elders nor Deacons among 
them , no not one? was there ever ſuch a - 
thing read of in the Teſtament of our Lord, 
lince theſe Offices were inſtituted ? are they 
wiſer than the Church of Hierwſalem , that 
choſe Deacons ? or then the Churches that 
ordained Elders by ele&tion ? Surely it may 
be a queſtion worthy to be inquired into , 


'by 


To the Reader. 


by ſuch as are cautious of Church order ; 
whether perſons may continue Members of 
| ſuch Churches, yeaor no, unleſs they re- 
pent and amend} 

If any be offended with the publiſhing 
what is here propoſed, it is hoped it's offence 
rather taken than given if any profit come 
hereby to any, the Author hath his end, and 
by the knowledge thereof = be cncou- 
raped to revive t _—_ fot: If any 
pears to = 4 by way of upped tion, it ſhall 

le, and ſhall have the ſame 
—— ag every way of man is right in his 
' owneyes : bur the righteous Lord judgerh 


righteouſly , ro whom the whole Iflue is re- 
ferred 


A brief Survey, or Inquiry made 


into ſome particular Proceedings of 
the Congregational Churches. 


F W 7: "ot © 


Containing an Inquiry into the warrantableneſs of the Con» 
gregational Churches, their ſending forth of their number to 
preach into the World, or for any to go voluntarily , of their 
own accord, to make a trade of life thereof, With certain Yuc- 
ries thereabout. 


py T may be inquired into, not without 
juit ground , Whether the Congregatio- 
nall Churches, of what denomination ſo- F 
ever, have power from Chriſt, either 
jointly or ſeverally , to ſend forth perſons 
of their Number , or others, to go forth 
to preach the Goſpel! unto the World ; 
And that either in a roving way , or fixedly in a Pariſh , and 
to make a trade or courſe of life ſo ro do. 
The warrantableneſs of a perſons taking on this work , 
either by Commiſſion aforeſaid , or of bis voluntary accord , 
out of ſome ſpecious pretence and zeal for the glory of God , 
and good of others, may alſo be inquired into, as no leſs que» 
ſtionable then the former, 
I, It is here premiſed, that _ enſuing Diſcovery intend- 
eth 


i Per. 4. Io, 


Ter, 7. 22. 


(2) 
eth no queſtioning of , or oppoſition to the prudentiafl care 
and mnbing of the Rulers of the State or Nation, in pro- 
viding that the people be informed in the knowledge of 
God, and their duty to their neighbour ; onely it were to be 
wiſhed , they might have ſome other name then Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and his Goſpell, 

2+ This intentionally medleth not with the way and courſe 
of thoſe called Presbyterians, in their making and ſending 
forth Miniſters to preach ; inaſmuch, as be their courſe right 
or wrong, it is more rationall upon this account, They hold- 
ing a large form of the Church, no leſs in the. increaſe of it 
than Nationall, their ſending being into the Church , ac- 
cording to their account, and not our of it tothe World, 

3. Neither doth this intend any oppoſition to that law- 
full right which belongeth to every Believer , to uſe his Ta- 
lent, and co communicate the Gitt they have received to 0- 
thers, 4s good Diſpenſers of the grace of God; it being a duty 
that lieth on them in their place , according to ſuch oppor- 
tunities Divine Providence preſents untothem; no not if a 
perſon in the place God hath caſt him to live in, (ſhould be 
found frequent in ſo doing, at ſer times, by ſet ſpeeches, com- 
municating his light and knowledpe to others, Lk, 22. 32. 
All which arc here mentioned, to reſtrit the caſe, and make 
it more narrow and clear, that if any pleaſe ro offer any thing 
to the contrary , they may do it to the purpoſe, keeping cloſe 
ro the queſtion, 

Which is the power particular Congregations have from 
Chriſt, either jointly or ſeverally, ro ſend forth of their Num- 
ber, topreach tothe World ro convert them , as they pre- 
rend, and to make a trade, or courſe of life of it , which is the 
ficlt ching, 

Secondly , That a particular perſon may warrantably , ei- 
ther as ſo ſent, or voluntarily of himſelf, rake on ſuch a way 
and courſe. 

I. For that there ſeemerth tobe no footing in the Word 
of God for either, the Scriptures duely weighed, our Lord 
Chriſt having not ſpoken at all concerning this', which Ne- 
gative Argument the Apoſtle counts good, Heb, 1, 14. os 
Whic, 


(3) 
Which of the e Angel: ſaid be at any time? Panl and Barnabas 
when they viſited the Church, As 14. 23. and ordained El- 
ders in every Church ; did they ſay any thing of this? did 
they rake any order, and give any direRion concerning the 
ſame? They took care for the Churches, that they were 
provided for with Elders : but did they cauſe then to take of 
their able Brethren, and'ro ſend them out to the parts near 
eAſia, ſent to preach unto the World to convert them ? much * 
leſs did they take Elders from their Charge to do ic: Did 
that great Apoſtle of the Gentiles , when he ſent for the El- 
ders of the Church of Epheſus, «As 20. 17. and laid ſuch 


ſtrair charge on them, To take heed to the whole Flock, the holy "OO" 


Ghoſt had made them Overſeers of , ſay any thing concerning 
the Churches ſending out # Sure it ſeemeth it never came into 
his mind, much leſs chat thoſe Elders (hould leave the charge 
and care of Chriſts beloved Spouſe, and go labour and take 
care for they knew not who; and ſo ſet up the trade of 
making Sermons, or ſer Speeches, attended with Prayers, to 
perſons that they account, according to their grounds, to 
haveno relation to Chriſt, nor interelt in him in their preſent 
condition, 


Did the Apoſtle Peter in his beſeeching the Elders to feed x per, ,, 1. 


the Flock, &c. ſay any thing of this ſending forth? did ir 
everenter into his thoughts , that Churches of Chriſt ſhould 
ſuffer for the fake of thoſe that have no intereſt in him ? 


Ic is ſaid indeed, that 1f any wan deſire the office of an Elder, i Tim., 1,2, 
he defireth a worthy work; And that the Elders are worthy 5, 7. 


double honowr , ſpecially ſuch as labomr in Word and Dottrine : 
* bur did heever ſpeak any thing concerning them that eicher 
are ſent, or go of themſelves out of the Church, to preach 
unto the World? alas, there isno ſuch thing ro-be found. 

2, It may beconſidered , how greatly this ſending forth 
out of the Church perſons of able parts, or encouraging ſuch 
23 go of themſelves, obſtruteth the growth of the Churches 
ro that full compleatneſs in Officers and Adminiſtrations , 
which otherwiſe it might attain unto; for from hence, amon 
other cauſes, ir@meth co paſs, that perſons of able parts, an 
publique ſpirits , fic for Elders _ Officers in the — 

2 0 


of Chriſt, are wanting ſo, as to be choſen to, and to take on 
the ſaid ſervice and charge , and one ſingle perſon is found 
carrying on the work, which was appointed by our Lord to 
be done by many ; .And though he thought ir ſufficient for 
many, in regard of the burthen and charge of ic, in a ſpiritual 
conſideration, being for the good of his beloved Spoule , yer 
in order to the advance and helping on this preaching way 
and courſe, one muſt ſuffice the Churches ; and a Church 
may think themſelves well, and count themſelves happy, that 
can ger one of Parts and Learning, or keep him when they 
have gotten him; to have two ſuch to ſerve together as El- 
ders in one Church, is exceeding rare, and all this in order to 
the preaching to the World , that they may be provided for, 
and their good meansenjoyed, which the Churches of Saints 
havenot to give forth , and ſo may lit alone : what great eri- 
couragement is given to this? what little ſtreſs on the other? 
none at all, to be a Fellow-elder in the Church, as if it were 
not neceſſary, that having but one, the Church might be tied, 
wholly to him, ſo as he might be as a Monarch, and tic all 
them. 

The worldly advantages and encouragements prevailing 
with very many to run out of the Church, and quit their at- 
tendance on God there, to ſet up this trade and courſe; yea, 
which is marvelloos, Elders and Teachers of the Churches, 
that prerended the holy Ghoſt made them Overſeers in his 
Churches, leave their charge of feeding and caring for his 
Churches; and betake cthemlſelyes to this courle ; it were ro be 
wiſhed we had not too many ſad examples of this: Is ic not 
a great riddle, that that. which they count the World and 
People unconverted ( ſois their Tenet ) ſhould be preferred 
before the beloved Spouſe of .the Lord Chriſt , for Whom he 
gave himſelf, and gifts alſo, at his aſcenſion , for their edifying ? 
which gifts the Saints in his Churches ought not to be robb'd 
of upon any ſuch ſpecious pretence, as to convert the World, 
and help them that are withour the Church , by a way and 
courſe never appointed by our Lord Chriſt , who withour 
any mens fin, (hall anſwer for the converting and drawing to, 
him ſuch as belong unto him, oh. 6, 3» 7. . 

et 


(395 
Let this be weighed and conſidered of, and ſee if it be vt 
found 2 great hindrance of the Church of her enjoyments , 
arobbing of them of their rights, keeping them in a low con- 
dition, without the full enjoyments of the bleſſed proviſion 
of the Lord Chriſt, provided for their good. 

3. This afluming of power to ſend forth to preach, and 
the taking on this courſe of a preaching way of life , is but 
old Popery in anew dreſs; atleaſt ic is ſo like it as four pence 
is tO 2 groat; the Romiſh Church challenging, as from 
Chriſt, to have this power, alledging Scriptures, and the very 
ſame Scriptures, to prove their warrant for their thus ſending 
forth, doing it upon the ſame ſpecious pretences, as the glory 
of Chrilt, che propagating and ſpreading the Goſpell, zeal 
and pity to poor ignorant and erring ſouls, the converting of 
them to Chriſt, and the faich of the Goſpel, enlarging the 
Church, &c. 

Upon the pretended grounds aforeſaid , they ſend forth 
ſome of their number, to wit, the Monks and Friers, the 
Prieſts and Jeſuits, to the Infidel and Heretick Nations, to 
convert and gain them to the faith of Chriſt , and his Church : 
all which notwithſtanding hath no foundation in, nor warrant 
from the Word of God , but is meerly Popiſh and Anti- 
chriſtian, 

Is it not the very ſame inthe Congregational Churches ? 
Firſt, upon the account of being Chriſts Churches,to challenge 
ſuch a power as Chriſt never gave, and then to ſend forth 
thereupon, in ſuch a way as is wholly without Divine War- 
rant; and todo it upon ſuch like ſpecious pretences, of the 
elory of Chriſt, and good of ſouls; as if they had caken their 
pattern thence, as ſometime the pattern of the Altar at Dx 
maſcus was taken, to be ſet upinliracl, in the Temple of the Lord 
God, 2 King. 16, 10. 

4. The Teſtimony of thoſe godly Reformers in Queen 
Elizabeth her time , Maſter Cartwright and others , called 
Non-conformiſts, may be called in and conſidered of , and 
it will be found how fully they give forth their witneſs a» 
gainſt ſuch Preachers, and their roving courſe, as ſtrangers to 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, where their name is not to be found. 

IF But. 


Eccl. 4, 10, 


(6) 

*But becauſe ſome are marvelouſly taken about this ſend- 
ing forth to preach , laying wonderfull ſtreſs on it, as the 
onely choice thing for the propagating the Goſpel , and ex- 
alting the honour of Chriſt , not minding that h# glory doth 
chnefly ſhine forth in his Church: It is propoſed in thiscaſe to 
their conſideration, that many times things highly eſteemed by 


.men , are not ſo efteemed of the Lord: To the Law and to the 


Teftimony. Let the Churches Authority ro ſend forch be pro- 
duced, or the Warrant of particular perſons to bs ſo ſent, or 
ro go voluntarily , of their own accord , be ſhewn , that ſo 
they may be able to avoid that reproof of the Prophet from 
the Lord , I have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran ; I have 
»ot ſpoken unto them, yet they propheſied, Jerem. 23. 21, 

And becauſe ſome are much taken with the ſeeming great 

fruit attending this courſe, which if chroughly looked into, 
will not be found ſo as ſome take ir tobe, and would have 
it. 
Firſt, Gods bleſſing it ordinarily goeth along in his own 
way ; It i written, if they had ſtood in my Cownſel , and decla- 
red my Word to my people , then they ſhould have turned them 
from the evill of their Way , &c. but for the want of this they 
bring no profit, ſaith the Lord, Voluntary Religion , and un- 
grounded Zeal, proficeth lirtle ; - what it doth, it is acci* 
dentall, by the over-ruling power of the great Zehovah,whom 
we are not totempr, 

Secondly, The perſon thus employed is upon temptation, 
in his being thus ſent forth, or going of himſelf, He going 
alone , and not having a ſecond to help him up if he fall: 1o as 
fad inſtances now as formerly, ſheweth how perſons have mi{- 
carried in this way and courſe. 

Zealouſly he going forth alone on this errand, to enliven 
and ſpiritualize others, by little and lictle groweth cold, and 
dead, and carnall co himſelf, the World ſeizing on him; he 
at laſt beginnethto think that reſt is good, fixeth himſelf in 
ſome Pariſh gathering , putteth forth himſelf to ſome world. 
ly advantage; which that he may with the more certainty 
enjoy, he taketh one to be Miniſter there, and accordingly car- 
rieth himſelf; and ſo by degrees he betaketh himſelt ro do, 
what 


(7) 
what he abominated the doing of formerly ; ſo as to his firſt 
principles and teſtimony touching the cauſe of the Congrega- 
tional Churches , he is wholly loſt ; it were to be wiſhed, that 
this were not t00 t00 true, by too too many inſtances. 

What a ſad cemptartion was this man put upon , to be ſent, 
or to go alone from the preſence of Chriſt in his houſe and 
watchfull care of the Church , upon a ſpecious Errand , with- 
out Divine Warrant? where, good ſoul , if he fall, there is 


no ſecond to help him up ; ſo loſing the ſweet ſociety of the x.1_ , 10. 


Saints in Chriſts Churc®, to go to converſe at large in the 
World, where he meeteth with many a bitter pill, and dry 
morſell , inſtead of that ſweet content that is injoyable in the 
hidden Manna in $:9»; he at firſt may be high flown ; ſtollen 
waters are ſweet ; But Gods bleſſing 1s in his own way ; in Sion 
be hath appointed it, and life for evermore. Pal. 133. 3. 

| For is ir nota ſad ching for a ſoul that is ſpiricuall and 


- podly, togo from the preſence of Chriſt in his Church , and 


from the fellowſhip and communion of his Saints there, and 
tofix himſelf in a Pariſh to be their Miniſter , ro officiate to 
them in ſpirituals, in which they have no ſavour, when of two 
or three hundred perſons, or more, full of ignorance and pro- 
phanefs , not ewo or three, if any , can be found , in whom 
the life of the ſpirit, and power of godlineſs doth appear ? 
Is nor the caſe of ſuch z one like the living in Meſech and Ke. 
dar ? P/al. 120. 5. and his going out like that of (ain, 
that went out from the preſence of God, and dwelt in the land 
of Nod? Gen. 4. 16, 

Burt in as much as this concerneth many , and is contro- 
vertible , though many would have it for granted before ir 
be proved ; and for that freedome in judging is neceflary to 
be allowed to every one, as tO any one, none having greater 
power then others to judge and conclude infallibly , neither 
can they, whatever they may pretend unto : for further con- 


aderation , by way of looking into this matter, here are ſun- ' 


dry Queres propoſed, 


2UERE 


%. 


(8) 
OUERE 1. 


It is humbly Queried, by what warrant of the Word 
it can be made to appear, that any Congregation of 
Chriſt hath power given them from him, to ſend forth of 
theirnumber, or others, to preach unto the World, and 
to go up and down in a preaching way , making a trade 
or courſe of life of it? 

o 
2UERE Il. 


Whether theſe ſent forth to preach by the aforeſaid 
Churches (or going of themſelves) are ſent forth ( or go ) 
as the Miniſters of Chiiſt, yea or no? And if as Chriſts Mi- 
niſters, under what denomination of Miniſtry in the way of 
their miſſion, how they afe to be received , conſidering our 
Lord faith, if he ſend any, they that receive them receive him ? 


QUERE Il. 


Whether the ſending forth ( or voluntary going ) be ofa 
religious nature, or of a civil ; whether it be in a ſpiritual 
way , or 2 prudential; how they themlelves are ro accounc 
themſclves, or others, to eltcem of them, and of their way 
and courſe? 


QVERE 1V, 


Whether the ſending forth of the twelve Apoſtles, or ſeventy 
Diſciples by onr Lord , be pgzelidents warranting any particu- 
lar Church, or Churches, to ſend forth alſo; or whether it be 
not a high kind of preſumption , without a ſpeciall and par- 
* ticular warrant from her Head and Husband, the Lord Chriſt, 
to take on the doing of it, it being tooroo much for her to 
rake 0n her to do as he did, without warrant from him? 


2UERE 


(9) 


| 
1 
1 


; 2UVERE,Y. 
= | Whether unleſs perſons were endued with ſuch qualificati- 
he ons as thoſe were endued with ſent by our Lord , ſo as tobe 
1d able to Work miracles, namely, to heal the ſick, caſt out Devils, Mat. 10, 8, 
p | &c. they may either be fent forth by Churches , or go them- Luk. 9. 2. 
_ ſelves , upon a golden pretence of converting of ſouls , and a 
propagating the Goſpell of che Lord Chriſt ? 
2UVERE VI. 
id 


) Whether the perſons ſo ſent , or going of themlelyes, are yj,.. 10.9110; 
c not ſtrigly bound to thoſe rules and direQions, cautions and : 1, &c. 
reſtriions that they were tyed unto, that were ſent out by Luk 9. 3,4,5; 


bo our Lord himſelf, and upon what ground they may preſume **: 4, 5,5 
2 to wave them, and yet to prerend their warrants from thoſe 7,5,&c. 


preſidents ? 
DVUVERE VII. 


o HS 


Whether that in the 28" of Mathew, v. 19. Go teach all Na- 
tions \, &c. bave any Divine Warrant in it for the Churches 
ſending forth , or for a perſons voluntary going forth ſo to 
preach; in as much as thar is but anenlarging of their com- 
| miſſion ſent our before by our Lord, and reſtrited co the Na- 
; tion of the Jews only , to wit, the Apoſtles and ſeventy Diſci* Luk. to. 5. 
ples,now the partition wall was to be taken down; and beſides, 
they were to teach all Nations as they did, and not ſome little 
corner of ſome little Iſland ; and further, chey were to b«- 
ptize, and teach them to obſerve all the commands of Chriſt , 
which many of theſe meddle not with + 


9VERE VIII. 


Whether if the Churches have power warrantably to ſend 
forth , whether they are not bound #o ſend by two andiwo, aq x 
Chriſt owr Lord ſent his eApoſtles and Diſciples, there being : 
C # > 
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(1d) 
no preſident in holy Scripture of ſending one alone ; amd the 
rather, becauſe it is ſaid , '7/0 wnto hims that is aloe , he falling 
there being no ſecond to help hin up again ? Eccl, 4.10. 


DQUERE 1X, 


AQs 13.3,4 Whether the Churches ſending owt Paul ad Barnabas 29 
preach , have in it any warrant for the Churches now ſending 
out of their number alſo, unleſs they had ſuch a DivineWarrant 
as the Church of Antioch had, To whom the holy Ghoſt ſaid, 

V. 2, Separate me Paul and Barnabas to the Work, Wherennto I bave 
app einted them ? If the holy Ghoſt lay ſo now to any Church, 
let them ſend forth, and nor fail to do ir , eſpecially if they 
have ſuch men to ſend as Parl/and Barnabas? 


DQVERE X. 


Aas 15. 25, Whether the examples in holy Writ, as the Church of Je- 

2 Cor. 8, 23, raſalem ſending to Antioch, it being ſaid, that theſe Meſſengers 
of the Churches are the glory of Chriſt, be any Divine War- 
rant for the Churches co ſend forth of their number ſo to 
preach ? 

AQs 8.14, In as muchas they were /ent from Church to (hnrch, to 


15. 2. 25- communicate connſels , to. give and take advice , tv ſtrengthen * 


2 Cor. $. 18 
24, 


» and confirm where they heard of the grace of God began , and 
were not fent to-preach, or ina preaching way ? 


QUVERE XI, 


Whether that in the 10" of the Romans, v. 13, How ſoall 
they preach except they be ſent ? have any Divine Warrant in 
it tor the Churches ſending forth roprexch? All ſending be» 
ing extraordinary, or ordinary ; Ordinary being in and by 
the Church, for the edifying of the Church., not co or for the 

z Cor. 12.28, World, Ged hath ſet in bis Church , &c. Extraordinary miſe 
fion being by the Lord himſelf , fach as were the Apoſtles and 
Prophets of old, who were endued and furniſhed: by him 
with gifts , and a ſpirit fir for the meſſage they were ſent on , 
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(11) 
a ſpirit of infallibilicy , and power of working miracles, not 
now to be found in the World fince the cxalcation of the 
man of ſin, 


DQUERE XI. 


Whether that of the viſion to Part, A man appearing to Ads 16. 9. 


him, ſaying, come into Macedonia and help , have any warrant 
in it for the Churches ſending forth co preach , unleſs the 
Church had ſuch a viſion appearing to them to require ſuch 
help, and ſuch a perſon to ſend as Pas/, that was an Apoſtle, 
and waz endued with an Apoſtolique ſpirit ? © 


DBUERE XIII 


Whether that of our Lord in the 9* of Mathew, v. 38. re- 
quiring of his, Upon his obſervation of the greatneſs of the har- 
weſt , and feVrneſs of the labourers , to pray the Lord of the bar- 
veſt to ſend forth labonrers into his harveſ#, have any warranc 
in it for the Churches ſending forth? it being onely an in- 
junRion to pray th: Lord of the harveſt to ſend forth, and 
not for any to go unſent, or for any to ſend but the Lord of 
the harveſt ? If the Church were Lord of the harveſt, it were 
ſomething, bur alas ſhe is not. And beſides, the harveſt there 
ſeemeth rather 'to be the Church then the World , for the 
partition wall was not broken down , nor the reſtriftion 
raken off, of not going to the Gentiles, but to the boſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael, Lake 10, 5. 


QUERE XIV. 


Whether that of the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. 4. 10, Let 
every man, as he hath received the gift , adminiſter the ſame one 
to another , &c. have any Divine Warrant for this ſending , 
or voluntary going forth to preach ? Firſt, for that it relaterh 
ro gifts in general , and not to that onely of knowledge and 
utterance. Secondly , for that it is to be performed in and 
among the Saints one to another, and not to the World; 

C 3 being 


(12) 
being of like underſtanding wich that, 1 Cor, 12, 7, 8,9, ro, 
it may hold forth a warrant for a general liberty of .ſpeak- 
ing in the Church, by ſuch as have the gifc , againſt thoſe that 
would monopolize it to themſelves ; but to raiſe a ground of 
a preaching courſe cannot rationally be gathered thence. 


QUVERE XV. 


Whether perſons that in regard of their youth , lowneſs 
of parts, want of humane arts and learning , are not judged 
meet and fit to bear the office of Elders in theſe Churches, nor 
ngt in a joynt way with others of greater abilities and eſteem, 
may yet be thought fir and meer to be ſent forth as Meſ- 
ſengers of the Churches in this Apoſtolique preaching way , 
and that alone, without 'any Aſſiſtant, 3s if this preaching 
way was the lefler; lower, and more inferiour imployment ? 
Notwithſtanding , as if this preaching courſe were more for 
the glory of Chriſt, and advance of his Goſpel (though it 
be our of the Church ) not onely thoſe before , not thought 
fit co be Elders, but Elders and Officers of the Church of the 
higheſt degree and cſteem, even Paſtors, .quit their ſervice 
of Chriſt in the Church , and become wandring Stars z or 
fixed our of the Church, ſo leaving the greater , and taking 
on the leſs, according to their former account 3 whether ſuch 
prir.ciples and precceedings be not high cont:adiftions, and 

yea and nay in Goſpel matters , having much of the ſpirit of the 
world, and the prudence of it, rather then of the ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel ro be ſeen, and perceived therein ? 


DUERE XVI. 


Whether perſons ſent forth by the aforeſaid Churches , 
(or going of themſelves) being ſuch as ppon grounds from 
Scripture have of conſcience Icft the Pariſhes, as not to be 
continued in, m3y watrantably go into the Pariſh Meeting- 
places at the uſuall time of their aſſembling to worſhip , ard 
there aftcr the accuſtomed manner of their Miniſter in his 
officiating wich them and for them, in the way of their or- 
dinary 
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, C183 
.dinary worſhip there ; He in the Pulpit as their mouth | may 
make prayers tro God with them and for them ? then proceed 
to make a ſet Speech or Sermon unto them from ſome part of 
the word , ending with a prayer for a bleſſing, ſo ending the 
worſhip and meeting at that time, diſmifing the whole with 


" the blefling of The grace of owr Lord Chriſt, &c, The Divine 


Warrant of this complyance and manner is queried the rather ; 

Firlt , for that there ſeemeth to be no footſteps of any of 
this in the holy Scriptures, from any of the examples of thoſe 
that were ſent our to preach. 

Secondly , it ſeemtth to croſs the main end pretended in 
their going forth (to wit, the converting of them, reclaimiug 
them, and bringing them co Chriſt ) as ſpeaking our they are 
Chriſts Church, perſons converted, and in a good condition , 
whatever is ſaid or ſpoken to the contrary , in that their wore 
(hip is thus carried on for them by ſuch perſons, and in ſuch 
manner, as is in Churches of higher claim both for matter 
and manner of ſerving God. 

Thirdly, whether by this mcans the worldly conſtitution 
of the Church, and formall way of worſhip be not kept up 
and carried on, and perſons keptin it, to go on and doas 
their Fathers did before them ; this formaliry and cuſtomary 
way of Religion and Worſhip being a great enemy to the 
life and power of true Religion and Godlineſs. 


2VERE XVII. 


Whether the Congregational Churches holding, as they 
do, Concerning the Pariſhes in taR, leaving of them, as not to 
be continued in, but forſaken ; in ſpeciall choſe that are high- 
flown in their opinion of them, counting them no other then 
the World, Antichriſtian gatherings, heaps of confuſion , un+ 
baptized Infidels , &c. that have no right to the Ordinances , 
nor have any thing ro do with the worſhip of God , being 
ſuch: Whether theſe, or any of theſe , can without high vio- 
lation of their principles , and being Treſpaſſers to their own 
grounds , joyn with theſe in their worſhip, ſo as to be their 


mouth to God for good things, and as from God to ſpeak 
C 3 unto 
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in the Goſpel, were not a duty belonging to them ; as if 


(14) 
unto them in a worſhip wiſe? Whether the praQtice herein 
do not give their judgement to lye and flat deniall? And 
whether to any rationall judgement they do not make them- 
ſelves Treſpaſſers to their own Law ? Thus joining light and 
darkneſs, Chriſt and Beliall together , and making the members 
of (hriſt not onely to become the members, but the head and 
chieftain of a harlot , and rebellious number z weigh the prin- 
ciples and praQice, and ſee what conſiſtency you can find 
therein ? 


Sundry other Queries might be. made concerning the a. 
foreſaid matter, as what it is to preach , what Goſpel preach- 
ing wagin the Primitive times z whether our way of preach» 
ing and theirs be the ſame , in relation to preaching to the * 
world ? whether length of time and cuſtome have not con- 
tracted ſome corruption about this matrer , as it hath done in 
other the like things? bur for the preſent there ſhall be no 
further proceed. 


CN as. 15, 


Concerning thoſe of the Congregational Churches, ſpecially thoſe 
of the Way called Anabaprtiſts , that go on affettedly, as it 
ſeemeth , to feed and govern their (hurches withont Officers , 
in common by a Way of their wwn chooſing , never inſtituted 
by the Lord ( twill. 


VV HAT high challenge and claim the faid Churches 
make , to be the only faithful followers of the Lord 
Chriſt in the way of his Ordinances,all others being nothing in 
compariſon of them, is ſufficiently known : but how fully 
and faithfully they do obſerve the Ordinance of Chriſt , not- 
withſtanding their great boaſting , may be ſeen for a touch, in 
ewo particulars, 

Firſt, in their not compleating their Churches with El. 
Cers, as if that were no Ordinance of Chriſt, had no preſidents 


that. 
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(15) 
that Scripture , and other of like tendency, were Apocyypha ; 
Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the overſight of you , &c. 
they watch for yonr ſouls as they that muſt give account : Some 
of the aforeſaid Churches have onely one fingle Elder, inſtead 
of Elders ; and ſome Congregations, though numerous, and 
furniſhed with perſons of great abilitics in their eſteem , have 
no Elders at all (no not one) bur think themſelves very well 
without, as if they were wiſer then our Lord himfelf; they 
affeRedly, as it ſeemeth, carry on all in common , feed and 
govern the Church in common, adminiſter the Ordinances 
by turns by tome of the moſt emifient members, ſo going in 
this way of their own, though it be none of Chriſts. 

It is taken for granted , that theſe being no ſeekers, hold 
the continuation of all Goſpel Ordinances, as attairrable and 
enjoyable by the Saints, as the Church and Church-meetings 
to worſhip, Churck-ordinances, Baptiſm, andthe Lords Sup- 


per, and ſurely alſo Eders by eleftion in every Church ; as be» , hn. 


ing of the like nature with the former , and inſtiruted for the 
profic of the Church alfo, as thoſe were, 

Which if ſo , how comerhir to pzſs, that thoſe thar ſpeak 
of ſuch high things, profeſs ſuch love and faithfulneſs ro Chriſt 
the Lord , ſhould flight him fo in his inſticutions, (ſhew fach 
partialliry towards his Ordinances as in this feemerh to ap- 


'pear, when as the Ordinances of Chriſt , and his appointments 


are to be obſerved impartially, without preferring one before an» 
other? 1 Tim. 5. 21, 

What great ſtreſs is laid by theſe on baptizing? and to 
be ſure to be right, they baprize over and over again; and 
the more to enforce this their way and courſe , they catch at 
every Scripture that makerh- mention of the name” of it, 
_— be nothing at all to the purpoſe for which it is al- 
leadged. 

Bar though it be very commendable to obſerve all the Or- 
dinances of onr Lord , and toremember all his ſayings of truth , 
yer they can give the hearing co choſe places of the Word 
rhat ſpeak of che'inſticurion of Elders in che Church, and the 
examples and praftiſes of the Primitive Churches , and make 


nothing of it ; The Chnrch of Epheſus, with theiy —_— As 20, 27, 
| oh 
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that holy Paul fent for to commune With , is nothing ; The oy. 
daining. Elders by eleftion in every Church, is nothing ; The 
Elders that rule well, &c. is nothing ; The Elders that are 
among you I beſeech , which am alſo an Elder , feed the flock, of 
C{briſt, &c. is nothing to them, for they have no Elders co be 
intreated ; ſome have one ſingle Elder onely, but many 
have none at all, but they have giſted brethren : but they 
dare not venture to come under the yoke of the Lord Chriſt 
to chooſe them Elders, the name would hurc their freedome , 
and be cffenſive to them; ſome old Elders of the Prieſtly 
race, that were bred up at Univeiſities to Maſterſhip , ard 
Lordly rule , have frighted them ſo, as they dare not adven- 
ture to truſt any of their brethren in the way of Chrilt his 
Ordinance , no not to bear the name , muck leſs the office or 
power : But the Church muſt be fed, and governed, and ad- 
miniſtred unto by another way of their own deviling ; for 
though they profeſs to love the Lord Jeſus, and ſome of 
his holy Ordinances , and are very zealous of baptizing, to 
wit, by dipping perſons head and ears under the water ( poor 
ſouls!) that were baptized before, touching which our Lord 
never ſpake one word to them of ; yet the Lord Chriſt mult 
have them excuſed in this, if they refuſe co have his Church 
fed, and governed, and adminiſtred unto his own way , they 

having found out a becter. 

It holy Pax! wete to ſend for their Elders to commune 
with , as ſometimes he did for the Elder of the Church of Ex 
pheſus , at what a loſs would they beat to excuſe themſelves, 
in ſending their gifted brethren inſtead of Elders ? 

If any of their number ſ2ou/ld be ſick, and ſhould be con- 
ſcious of their duty in that caſe , according to the direRion of 
the holy Apoſtle, Zameg 5. 1s any ſick, let him ſexd for the 
Elders of the Charch , and let them pray , &c. Alas ( poor 
ſouls!) at what a loſs are they ? they have no Elders in their 
Churches to ſend for, and ſo for want hereof cannot perform 
their duty, nor comfortably upon performance thereof 
—_ the promiſe , that the prayer of faith ſhall ſave the 

ck; 

And is it not very much that Churches that have ſent - 
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ſo many Meſſengers out of their numbers to preach to the 
world tohelp them, which the Lord Jeſus never ſpake to them 
about, nor required of them, ſhould have no more care at 
home of the Church , of compleating that according co the 
Ordinance of Chriſt, that as yet they have not called , choſen, 
fer apart, ſent forth , not one into the Vineyard of the Lord 
Jeſus , which is his Church, E/a. 5. how unlike minded they 
are to the Lord in this: They may pleaſe co conſider, to 
make his Church compleat and glorious, he gave himſelf, he 
pave gifts; all their care is for others abroad, not minding 
the Church at home: And though there be variety of con- 
ceptions, and a great defire to bring forth ſome new thing 
by thoſe of that way , ſome having ſer on foot the imitation 
of the'greeting one another with an holy kiſs, the Love- 
feaſt, or Supper before' the Lords Supper , the laying on of 
hands , yea an endeavour after the gift of miracles, which 
could they attain, they would be ſome-body indeed. 
Yer is this of having the Church furniſhed with Elders, ge- 
nerally lighted and negleRed of all, oo (tres at all being 
laid thereon. 

Matter of Argument ſhall be forborn, as raking it for 
eranted , thatthe defeR riſeth from remiſneſs, and not from 
oppoſition , although ſome are diſpoſed that way ; for is ir 
not a fine Quibble to fay, that Elders are nothing but old 
men? ſo a fine ſenſe would follow of the words of the 
Apoſtle, eA#. 14. They ordained therein Elders by eletion in 
every Church : as much as to ſay , they ordained old men to 
be old men, by chooſing them to be old, | 

But peradventure they may have taken in another Popiſh 
opinion, of a general univerſal Church, of which their Con- 
eregations are but parts ( as well as that of other Churches 
Authority to ſend forth Preachers to the world) and do nor 
hold in ſtrianeſs diſtin particular Congregations as in- 
dependent to any but the Lord Chriſt: ſo this Diſcourſe mighe 
be at a loſs indeed : but they would be ata far greater ; for 
if the matter ſhould be ſo with them, the matter of Baptiſm , 
with the great ado they keep about it excepted, they may 


face about; and be as before they were, 
D CHAP, 
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Containing 4 brief Diſcovery of the contrary walking of the as 
foreſaid Churches to their own Principles , in heading them 
in Worſhip , Whom they condemn for Idolaters , and of the 
World. 


8 Þ E ſecond particular inſtance in the aforeſaid Churches, 
is their general received principle and opinion con- 
cerning the People of this Nation that are not of their way 
of re-baptizing, - and under, as they call it, their Baptiſm of 
rotal dipping ; namely , that they are of the World , and no 
other way to be conſidered , . that they are Infidels, ut- 
baptized perſons, ſuch as in that ſtate and condition have no- 
thing to do with any Goſpel-ordinances or worſhip; that 
the gatherings of theſe, chiefly the Pariſhes, are no Churches 
of Chriſt in any conſideration , but heaps of Confuſion , and 
Antichriſtian Aſſemblies ; with which their petey Pamphlets 
are ſtuffed full, as were the Writings of their Predeceflours 
formerly, from whom they learned the ſame. 

But now let us ſee how true they are to their own prin- 
ciples , and how anſwerable their walking is to their own 
grounds, which they call rhe truths of the Lord Jeſus, in fre- 
quently heading ia worſhip the aforeſaid people, getting up 
into their Pulpits, and places of Oratory, carrying on and 
performing their worſhip with them and for them, becoming 
their advocates and mouth ro God in prayer and praiſes ; ut- 
rerly forgetting, as it ſeemerh , that the Temple of God and 
Tadols ſhould not have fellowſhip together; yea lome of their 
Elders become fixed Teachers to theſe Aﬀemblies , one while 
ſerving that which they call the Church of God, and then by 
and by that which they call the World ,-or an Harlor; and 
cheir Meflengers which they ſend forth ( with little warrant 
God knows) to preach to the world to convert them , are 
foond thus joyning with thofe in their worſhip , that in their 
m1 'nop'cs they count enemiesto the Lord, and rebels; and 
bp thy 5.2; hace tte nrheginercs in the Aﬀembly, and he 
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the mouth oftheſe to God and men , they think all is well ; 
as if thus to do were not a higher violation of their prin- 
ciples, then a perſons joyning with them in a lower capacity, 
as 4 Patient, rather then an Agﬀent or Ater in the way of 
their worſhip ; which according' to their principles can be 
reckoned for no leſs then Idolatry. 

What earthly power would take it wel,that any under them 
ſhould joyn with , much leſs be Chieftain and Head of ſuch as 
are Rebels and Traitors to them? God is a jealous God, 
Did the Apoſtles of our Lord, or any that were of the Pri- 
mitive Churches, enter into the Idols Temple, when the Ido- 
laters were afſembled to worſhip, and there officiate and 
carry on the worſhip for them , under a ſpecious pretence of 
converting of them? is ſuch a courſe the right way to the 
Goſpel ? Nay, did they or any of them in the Temple or Sy- 
nagogues take on to be Maſters or Heads of the Aſſemblies 
there, and carry on the worſhip that was there performed ? 
Though the Jews were otherwiſe conſiderable in their re- 
lation to God, then to be counted (imply of the world ; In- 
deed in the Temple , andin-the Synagogues they publiſhed 
che Lord Jeſus; bur chat they prayed there as the mouth of 
che multitude, I have not read , much leſs that they did it in a 
worſhip wiſe , or that they in the Temple or Synagogues be- 

an their preaching of Chriſt with a ſec prayer before , and a 

lemn prayer, and thankſgiving, and bleſſing after, according 
to the worſhip wiſe of the Nation, 

The Aſſemblies into which theſe Meſſengers and gifced 
Brethren go thus to preach, or make Orcations and Prayers, 
being united to theſe Preachers for the time as their Head , 
their Leader, their Mouth, one that is their Inſtrument, aReth 
for them, and in their behalf, in worſhipping of God, he and 
they making up one Body or Aﬀembly. 

If this be « coming from then , and 4 touching noun- , ©. 6 
rlean thing, T am deceived; and ſoIamalſo , if this come not | 
within the reproof of the le in the following words, 

What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with wnrighteouſneſ; ? what 
concord hath Chrift with _—_— What part hath the agg 
2 wit 


Gal, 2, 18. 


(20) 
with the Infidel ? or the Temple of God With dels ? 2 Cor. 6. 
I4, IF, 16, 
wks judgement and praftice of theſe (to any indifferent 
mans diſcerning that ſhall weigh them ) fighting one with 
the other, their praQtice offering to their principles the great- 
eſt affront and violence that poſſibly can be , which ſome in- 
2enuous and conſcientious amonglt themſelves ſee well 
enough: 

Were it not good for them either to amend their prir- 
ciples, or their praice, or both? indeed they have grear 
cauſe to mend both, eſpecially their principles : ſor they are 
very harſh, uncharitable, urchriſtian, yea unſound, without 
foundation in the Word of God. 

But alas, though many of them ſee ſomething this way , 
yet they muſt keep up their principles , leſt they ſhake and 
overthrow the whole building of their way of baptizing, by 
total dipping for Baptiſm ſuch as were baptized before, which 
is their beloved Darling. 

Did the Primitive Chriſtians go into the Idols Temples , 
joyn with thoſe there, come togerher to worſhip , help them 
to carry on their worſhip in the ſolemn meetings for thac 
end ? The poor blind Jews medled not with the Samaritans: 

yet theſe , notwithſtanding the valt diſtance their principles 
do make between themſelves, and others not of their way, 
can meddle with them in the things of worſhip , under a ſpe- 
cious pretence of preaching the Goſpel unto them; and ſo 
as with Diotrephes, they may have the preheminence to be the 
head of the Aſſembly, and mouth of, and to the whole, it (hall 
bear them out, and they ſhall be no Treſpaſſers. O there is 
ſome ſecret myfterie in ir, this being the mouth, ſome cordial 
preſervative from the pollution of Idolatry , that excuſeth, 
preſerveth and bears out all. 

For let but any of their number joyn with the aforeſaid 
Aſſemblies, to wit, the Pariſhes, when they in their worſhip 
officiate by their own Miniſters , and they ſhall be accounted 
Treſpaſſers of ſo bigh a nature, as to deſerve for their [dola- 
ery to be caſt out, as ſome have been : bur: as _—_, this 
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being the mouth , it helpeth all ; and the pretence of preach. 
ing to convert them, ſhall carry it out : but it doth nor ſerve 
to ſatisfie all, for ſomething of this nature hath made a 
breach lately in one of their moſt eminent Chucches, as they 
well know. 

Is it not a great pity to ſee them that are ſo fully ſeparate 
fromthe world, and the Idolatries of it, as they pretend they 
are, ſo to pollute and defile themſelves in mixing and joyning 
with Idolaters, and unbaptized Infidels? not hearkning to 
the good counſel of the Spirit by the holy Apoſtle , Fohn 5. 
Babes, keep your ſelves from Idols, Amen. So asT (hall onely 
propoſe unto them the review of their principles, and more 
ferious conlideration of the conſiſtency that is in them each 
with other, as a cloſe in this particular ; as alſo'corcerning 
the uncompleatneſs of their Churches for want of Elders, 
they may pleaſe to conſider of it. And in regard of their 
Meſſengers, the ſending of them forth to preach unto the 
world , in which they are ſo forward and zealous; they may 
do well to conſult their Authority better, and to ſee whe- 
ther they be ſufficiently impowered by the Lord Chrilt ſo to 
do ; and withall to conſider ſeriouſly , whether thoſe they 
ſhall purpoſe hereafter to ſend forth, be ſufficiently qualified 
with gifts, before they give forth new commiſſions ; and ro 
ſee whether ir be not neceſſary for their Brethren to tarry and 


wait in the (hurch untill the holy Ghoſt ſhall come npon them , Ags 1, 4, 


and they be enabled to ſpeak, With tongues ; or till he ſay to 
them, as he did to the Church of eAntioch, Separate me Paul 
and Barnabas for the work,, &c, As 13. 

For truly it is a low and Un-Goſpel like thing for any to 
be ſent, or to go to ſome little corner of the land of their na- 
tivity z where the name of Chriſt isknown already , and not 
to £0 to places and people that have not heard of him; tode- 
clare his name there, even to the utmoſt ends of the earth ; 
but alas, poor, low and dumb Meſſengers , they cannot do it ; 
they want the gift of tongues, and ſomething elſe, ſo a5 to be 
able to cauſe every Nation to hear in their language the won- 
derful works of God , es 2. 6,8, 11, 
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In the mean time, while they are thus waiting ; theſe 
Churches may do well to chooſe theſe able Brethren that are 
fit for Apoſtles and Meſſengers in a preaching way to the 
world , to chooſe them Elders and Officers of their Churches, 
and ſo they would be found more compleat and Goſpel-like 
then now they are, and better fed, governed and adminiſtred 
unto according to the mind of Chrilt : For ſure they cannot 
think them unfit or unworthy to be Elders or Officers 
in the Church, whom they count fir or worthy to be ſent forth 
as Meſſengers of their Churches in a preaching Apoſtolique 
way. 

But what all that hath been ſaid will ayail, is not eaſy to 
determine ; the belly hath no ears; ſomething of humane 
wiſedom, and of the ſpirit of the world , will, it may be fear- 
ed, be found making oppoſition , to the perverting the ſtrait 
waies of the Lord. 
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